Quotes from young people (post primary) consulted by NEWB in preparation for the Guidelines on developing school codes of behaviour

· Behaving well means being on time, doing your work and making an effort

· If someone is not behaving well, it affects the individual and the rest of the class and they don’t learn as much

· Teachers could help students to behave well if they followed through with discipline rather than empty threats

· Young people are responsible for their own actions

· Parents need to get more involved in young people’s lives and discipline if necessary

· Teachers should know when to stop

· Sometimes the young people’s bad behaviour is as a result of being provoked or the teacher making the situation worse. It’s a two way process with the young people and the teacher

· Problems arise as some teachers think good behaviour is being quiet, not doing any work in class and not asking any questions

· Different teachers have different rules and the students choose who they can and can’t act up on

· The school code of behaviour is important because it’s important the students know what they can and can’t do

· The teacher should also be more aware as there seems to be different rules for different teachers, like about mobile phones, mp3s and behaviour

Who can help young people with their behaviour?

· Teachers, parents, having extra help or one to one worker

· Teachers could be more understanding if you have a note that explains why you were out or late and note hassle you

· If teachers stick to the code young people will

What can schools do to help make sure that a young person is treated fairly if they behave in a way that’s not good for them or for other people in the school?

· Principal and teacher should listen to the young person’s side of the story and not just the teacher

· If there’s more than one young person involved and there are a lot of students looking on an interview process should take place one to one

· All the relevant young people should be interviewed and not just certain young people selected by the teacher or the principal as when this happens they are usually called out of class by the principal and then bullied for being a rat after

· There are certain teachers you would go to if you had a problem, you wouldn’t go to the counsellor in the school as you would get slagged and you know they are going to talk about you in the staff room

· You should be able to go to somebody outside of the school that nobody would know

· Most of the staff in the school is respected except for the teachers

· [Teachers] spend so much time correcting negative behaviour and giving out that you miss so much class time

· School is a huge part of children’s lives

· Some teachers do not enforce the school rules and come up with their own

· Sometimes the rules get in the way of things going on so they deal with things as they wish, it is easier for them

· So many teachers punish bad behaviour but there is not system to acknowledge good behaviour. Students should be good, it’s kind of taken for granted but it doesn’t always work like that and sometimes it’s hard to be good

· A lot of teachers forget about parts of the code and just get tired of it

· So much emphasis is put on punishment. When students are misbehaving it’s not because they want to break the rules it’s just that they don’t care, they just want to be rebellious and just want to show off

· [To encourage students to support the code of behaviour, schools should] highlight the good behaviour and reward the good behaviour rather than focus on bad behaviour and punishment

Who is responsible for how young people behave?

· The young people themselves, parents and teachers

