The Equal Status Acts 2000, 2004

Who’s Covered under the Nine Grounds?
The nine grounds named in the Equal Status Acts are:

· gender,

· marital status,

· family status,

· sexual orientation,

· religion,

· age,

· disability,

· race, and

· membership of the Traveller community

Gender

The gender ground applies to being male or female.

Marital Status

The marital status ground refers to being single, married, separated, divorced or widowed.  Family status refers to being a parent/guardian for a child under 18 years, or a parent/guardian or resident carer for persons over 18 who are in need of regular or frequent care.  It also includes those who are pregnant.

Sexual Orientation

The sexual orientation ground applies to persons of heterosexual, homosexual or bisexual orientation. 

Religious Belief

Religious belief includes discrimination because someone has a religious belief, or because one has and another hasn’t.  Religious belief includes religious background and outlook.  It also includes humanists, atheists and agnostics. 

Age

This ground applies to differences in treatment on the basis of age.  Children who are under 18 are generally not protected from discrimination on the age ground.  However, they are covered by the other eight grounds in the legislation that apply to them.  In keeping with the spirit of equality and inclusion, schools taking a broader approach to age will recognise the need to provide for increasing maturity of students as they move through the school.

Disability

The disability ground is broadly defined and includes people with physical, intellectual, learning, cognitive or emotional disabilities and a range of medical conditions. Schools are required by law to make reasonable accommodation for students with disabilities.

Race and Ethnicity

The race ground protects people from discrimination on the basis of race, skin colour, nationality, or national or ethnic origin.

Membership of the Traveller Community

The Traveller community ground applies to people who are commonly called Travellers, who are identified both by Travellers and others as people with a shared history, culture and traditions, identified historically as a nomadic way of life on the island of Ireland.
