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Differentiation

1. Differentiate by Content – Consider the following :

· Break tasks into small steps;

· Pre-teach key concepts;

· Link to previous knowledge and real world;

· Easier/more difficult tasks;

· Use concrete materials ;

· Modify materials….use maps, diagrams, pictures, CDs.

	Concept 
	Must – Should – Could 


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Concrete Level :

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Symbolic Level :

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Abstract Level :

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Differentiate by process  - Elements to consider 

· Vary pace

· Vary grouping

· Vary task

· Pitch questions at different levels of difficulty for different students.

· Encourage peer assistance and collaboration between students. 

( Questions that need to be asked)

· Does a common vocabulary related to differentiation exist in the school ? 

· To what extent do the teachers perceive that staff development is effective?

· Is differentiation translated into classroom practice in ways likely to benefit the students ?  

· Is there meaningful collaboration between classroom teachers and specialists ? 

· Does the evaluation system provide teachers with valuable information about their work with differentiation?

3.  Differentiate by outcome – Elements to consider 

· Allow responses to be recorded in different formats …mind maps, cloze test, essay, oral presentation etc. 
· Have reasonable expectations of quality/quantity.
· Adapt worksheets.
· Vary ways of assessing students  - grade for effort
· Vary type and amount of homework given – drill vs. extension work. 
( Questions that need to be asked )

· Has the student achievement improved since the growth in differentiation?

· Is the classroom more student-centred as a result of differentiation?

· Are the students more engaged in classes that are differentiated?

· Has a differentiated approach to curriculum content effected  attendance ?  student behaviour?

· Does differentiation encourage the use of a broader range of instructional strategies or forms of assessment ? 

· Do teachers feel greater satisfaction with their work as a result of the use of differentiation?

· Is there a greater student ownership in work as a result of differentiation?
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