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NUI Galway Summer School  June 2004
Facilitators’ Fair – Students as Partners

What are the key values in partnership ?

Respect

Collaboration

Trust

Not necessarily equality but balance

All voices heard, listened to

Rights & Responsibility

Translating rhetoric to reality ?

Collaboration not 50 / 50

Is age a factor

Legislation demands and society expects partnership

Schools need cooperation, partnership develops ownership

Ethos and equality issues arise

Ladder of Participation (Sherry Arnstein)

Manipulation – Therapy – Information – Consultation – Placation – Partnership – Citizen Control

Where is your School ?

Is there real partnership, when, where ?

Need for skills and training e.g. communication and decision-making

Student council as model of partnership?
Limited representation

Which members of school community participate

Inclusion as value

Links to class forum

Transition Issues
Pre-school experience – ‘High Scope’

Primary experience  - ‘Circle time’ – classes designing own rules – leadership & organisational roles undertaken
Are these :

1. known, recognised 
2. built upon

at Post-primary school?

Language of Education system confused ?

We speak of clients, customers, partnership, education as collateral

–  need  for clarity of terminology, intention and thinking

Resources / references:

High Scope – a pre-school approach to early education which fosters personal and community development through partnership 

Circle Time, Jenny Mosely – a programme and strategy adopted by many primary schools for classroom decision-making and conflict resolution

Ladder of Participation, Sherry Arnstein– a useful concept to consider in discussion of partnership

Meitheal – peer leadership programme in schools

Gluais – initiative on partnership in Co. Dublin VEC
DES Guidelines on establishing a Student Council
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