Mission Statement

The mission of the ESL Department in St. Paul’s Secondary School is to develop students’ competence in the areas of English language, literature and civilisation, and the values of Irish/world culture. Competence is developed by means of language skills, communication skills and insights into English and speaking culture.  The students come from nineteen countries.  There are twenty-nine students in St Paul’s from first to sixth year.

	Countries
	Students
	
	Students

	Angola
	1
	Romania
	2

	Belarus
	1
	Italy
	1

	Botswana
	1
	Moldova
	1

	Congo 
	4
	Syria
	2

	Nigeria
	2
	Georgia
	1

	Phillipines
	2
	Ukraine
	1

	Russia
	1
	Pakistan
	1

	Sierra Leone
	1
	Portugal
	1

	Somalia
	6
	Lithuania
	2


Subject Aims:
The ESL department aims to: 

· develop proficiency in English to enable the ESL student to effectively participate in mainstream academic activities, to understand statements, questions and instructions in spoken English. Students should participate comfortably in class discussions as well as in individual conversations.

· develop the ability to understand written English, as appropriate to the student’s year group.

· develop confidence and skills necessary for the ESL student to become fully integrated in the social life of the school, 

· recognise, and provide support for, the social and emotional needs of the ESL student, especially during the first few weeks of school.

· liaise closely with class teachers in order to: 

· reinforce, support and extend class work, 


· provide information and discuss the specific needs of individual ESL students

