Review Instruments for DEIS Schools
Initial Review: Parent and Community Partnership 
	Parent Partnership
	Strength
	Concern
	Evidence

	Effectiveness of communication between home and school
	
	
	

	Engagement of parents with children’s education
	
	
	

	Structures for involvement of parents in school
	
	
	

	Consultation with parents and parent input in organisational/curricular planning
	
	
	


	Community Partnership
	Strength
	Concern
	Evidence

	Communication  between schools in the community
	
	
	

	Co-operation  between schools in the community
	
	
	

	Effective structures for liaising with voluntary and  statutory agencies
	
	
	

	Effective community links developed through Local Committee
	
	
	


Parental Involvement: Evaluation of Current Practice 
	
	Strength
	Concern
	Evidence

	Communication
	
	
	

	Informal Parent/Teacher meetings are facilitated 
	
	
	

	Formal Parent/Teacher meetings are held
	
	
	

	Parents are informed of school events: Newsletter/Notice Board/email/text
	
	
	

	Letters/Notes to parents are parent friendly
	
	
	

	Pre-entry/Transfer/Information meetings are held
	
	
	

	School policies and plans are effectively communicated to parents
	
	
	

	Provision is made for parents to respond to communication from school
	
	
	

	Provision is made for parents whose first language is not English
	
	
	

	Other…
	
	
	


Engagement of Parents with Child’s Education: Evaluation of Current Practice
	
	Strength
	Concern
	Evidence

	Parents are made welcome in the school by all school personnel
	
	
	

	The HSCL scheme engages parents through Home Visitation 
	
	
	

	The HSCL scheme provides a variety of supports to promote active cooperation between home and school
	
	
	

	Parent development is facilitated through courses for parents:
	
	
	

	Leisure courses
	
	
	

	Curricular Courses
	
	
	

	Personal Development/Parenting Courses
	
	
	


Involvement of Parent in Child’s Education: Evaluation of Current Practice

	
	Strength
	Concern
	Evidence

	Parents receive advice and support in relation to supporting their children’s learning in the home
	
	
	

	Parents receive information in relation to school subjects, programmes, examinations and careers
	
	
	

	Parents are involved in programmes in school
	
	
	

	Shared Reading/Novel
	
	
	

	Maths for Fun
	
	
	

	Science for Fun
	
	
	

	ICT
	
	
	

	Faith development
	
	
	

	Mini-company
	
	
	

	Work experience
	
	
	

	Parent as visiting speaker
	
	
	

	Craft 
	
	
	

	Gardening projects
	
	
	

	Cookery
	
	
	

	Other…
	
	
	


Involvement of Parents in School Policies and Planning: Evaluation of Current Practice
	
	Strength
	Concern
	Evidence

	The school has a policy for home/school liaison
	
	
	

	Parents are involved in drawing up school policies
	
	
	

	Parents are involved in organisational planning
	
	
	

	Parents are involved in curricular planning in programmes such as JCSP, LCA, Transition Year, LCVP
	
	
	

	Parents are involved in putting together a school plan
	
	
	

	Parents are involved in drawing up IEPs for own child
	
	
	

	Other…
	
	
	


Partnership between School and Statutory/Voluntary Agencies: Evaluation of Current Practice
	
	Strength
	Concern 
	Evidence

	The school works in partnership with other schools in the community -  pre-schools, primary and second-level schools and third-level 
	
	
	

	The school building is available to the community
	
	
	

	The school has a Parents’ Room
	
	
	

	The school is part of an effective Local Committee 
	
	
	

	The Principal, teachers, parents, pupils regularly attend Local Committee meetings
	
	
	

	The school has effective links with:
	
	
	

	Visiting Teacher Services
	
	
	

	SCP
	
	
	

	NEWB
	
	
	

	NEPS
	
	
	

	HSE
	
	
	

	Gardaí/JLO
	
	
	

	VEC
	
	
	

	NALA
	
	
	

	Fás
	
	
	

	Area Partnership
	
	
	

	Enterprise Boards
	
	
	

	School Business links
	
	
	

	Local Employers
	
	
	

	Other….
	
	
	


Parental Involvement in Pupil Learning
A Possible Sample Structure for Part of Three Year Plan

	Review
	Review of structures for parent involvement in the school



	Priority
	Development of parents’ skills in helping their children with numeracy

	Target
	Set up Maths for Fun at four class levels per year

	Action Plan
	Establish Action Plan to involve parents in the Maths for Fun:

Meet relevant teachers and parents to plan work.

Decide Maths strands/strand units to be addressed. 

Identify suitable Maths games and place where games can be played. 

Purchase Maths games.

 Letter to parents inviting participation. 

Targeting of marginalised parents by HSCL. 

Arrange timetable of participating parents.

Organise classroom layout. 

Organise refreshments 

	Who
	HSCL coordinator, parents, Principal, relevant teachers, pupils

	When
	Four-week period, ,two per term, first and second term

	Resources
	Appropriate Maths Games, refreshments

	Monitoring
	Record attendance of parents

Record parents’ views on the impact of their involvement

Record teachers’ views on the impact of parents’ involvement

Record parent and teacher observation of impact on pupils’ attitude to Maths

(Hard-back copy-book placed  in classroom could be used)

	Evaluation
	Are parents’ skills being developed?

Are collaborative ways of working being developed?

What might be done differently on next occasion?

Are Maths skills being developed? Assessment through teacher designed tests/Standardised Maths tests


National Team HSCL Scheme 


