Resource Sheet 4


[image: image1.png]School Development Planning Initiative




Resource Sheet 4

Key Questions: 
Statement of Strategy in relation to Attendance and Participation

(Work in progress at SDPI)
Education Welfare Act 2000 – S.22(1) - key issues              
1. Reward good attendance record

2. Identify developing attendance problems

3. Liaise with homes of at risk students

4. Network with other schools, local clubs, youth organisations, & others

5. Promote extra-curricular & co-curricular activities

6. Encourage full participation

7. Promote good behaviour

8. Ensure meaningful curriculum

9. Simplify procedures for attendance & participation
1.Rewarding ‘Good Attendance’
· What is classified as ‘good attendance’ in our school?

· How is ‘good attendance’ classified/recorded in our school?

· How is ‘good attendance’ recognised in our school?

· In what way could we introduce/improve rewards for ‘good attendance’ in our school?

· When would be a good time to reward good behaviour?

· Other?
2. Identifying ‘Developing Attendance Problems’
· What is classified as ‘poor attendance’ in our school- what’s our rule of thumb?

· Is our classification of ‘poor attendance’ based merely on the recorded numbers of absences?

· When are the developing problems identified?

· Are family context factors worth exploring?

· Who is responsible for identifying the ‘developing attendance problem’? 

· Other?
3. Liaise with Home
· How do we currently liaise with parents/guardians?

· Is our system of contact with home working effectively?

· Other?

4. Community Networking
· Who are our school community?

· What level of contact currently exists with the community?

· What contact exists with the local primary schools/post primary schools?

· Do the representatives of this school and the community meet regularly

· Other?

5. Co/Extra Curricular Activities
· What co/extra curricular activities are on offer?

· Is there something on offer for everyone?

· What strategy can we adopt to ensure the ‘at risk’ student is involved in extra/co-curricular activities outside of the classroom?

· Other?
6. Encouraging Full Participation

· How do you ensure fair access to all programmes and activities?

· How do you prevent issues of gender bias, social background, and academic attainment from inhibiting access?

7. Promoting Good Behaviour 

· Refer to your school’s code of conduct-what is the focus?

8. Meaningful Curriculum

· Refer to school curriculum on offer—is it inclusive of all students?

9. Simplify Procedures For Attendance And Participation

·  What procedures are currently in use in our school?

· Are the procedures working effectively? 

· Is the information that is gathered useful?

· Can the procedures be simplified

· Is the information that is collected communicated effectively to the  relevant partners?-when?

NB Please note this document is a work in progress at SDPI. It is not intended as a final document in relation to developing a Strategy Statement.

