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Post-Graduate Diploma in School Planning
2010/11
The Post-Graduate Diploma in School Planning is a one-year training programme.  It was initiated in 2002 as a partnership project by the School Development Planning Initiative and NUI Galway, with the support of the Department of Education and Science.  Approval has now been granted to offer the programme in the academic year 2010/11.  
As in previous years, the Department of Education and Skills will meet the tuition fee for the School Planning Diploma, thus providing the equivalent of a four-figure subsidy to each participant.  In 2010/11, participants in the Diploma course are required to pay only the NUI, Galway registration fee of €775 and their own travel and subsistence costs for attending the course. The registration fee entitles students to full access to library and student services, and covers examination and certification fees,
The Diploma course is delivered through a combination of regionally-based outreach sessions (between October and April) and central summer school sessions.  Most outreach sessions take place at weekends (Friday evening/Saturday).  The course culminates with a summer school in NUI Galway in late June.  Attendance is mandatory.  The proposed dates for the 2010/11 course are included in the Information Brochure for Participants.  The regional centres for the outreach sessions in 2010/11 will be finalised in accordance with the geographical pattern of applications, but it is likely that there will be a centre in the West/North-West, the South, and the East/Greater Dublin Area.  A regional centre can be established only where there are sufficient applicants from the area to make it viable and where personnel are available to deliver the course.    
The Information Brochure on the Diploma course is enclosed, together with an Application Form and a Registration Form for NUI, Galway.  If you wish to avail of the Diploma option, we ask you to complete the two forms and to return them, along with the €775 fee, 2 passport photographs, and your birth certificate (original, not photocopied)
, to the Course Coordinator by Friday 1 October 2010.  Fee payment should be by cheque made payable to NUI, Galway.  

PLEASE NOTE: 
(1)  Because of budgetary cutbacks, the number of places available on the course in 2010/11 is strictly limited, so early application is advisable.

(2)  This is the final year of the subsidy from the Department of Education and Skills. 

All applications will be acknowledged.  If you do not receive an acknowledgement within 10 days of posting your application, please contact the Course Coordinator at info@sdpi.ie.  

Where the number of applicants within a region exceeds the number of places available, preference will be given to those who have attended an SDPI Summer School, or have a key role in SDP in their schools, or have more than three years’ teaching experience.  Thereafter, places in the region will be offered in order of receipt of applications with complete registration documentation.  
In the event that we are unable to establish a regional centre in your general area and you indicate in writing to the SDPI Office prior to 29 October 2010 that you do not wish to travel to the nearest centre to you offering the course, we shall make arrangements for the refund of your registration fee.
� For registration purposes, an original birth certificate is required.  Your birth certificate will be returned to you after registration.
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